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Workers are entitled to benefits for traumatic hearing loss (THL) that results from a work-
related accident.

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to:

e recognize THL as a work-related accident, and

e provide guidance on determining the degree of permanent impairment in allowed THL
claims.

Guidelines

Definition

Fraumatic-hearingloss{THL} is hearing loss of sudden onset experienced after an acute
trauma such as*:

e exposure to noise from an explosion (acoustic trauma)

e direct trauma to the ear causing damage

e trauma to the head resulting in a severe concussion, or

e exposure to an ototoxic (toxic to the ear) drug or chemical.

*Phaneuf, R. and R. Hetu: An epidemiological perspective of the causes of hearing loss
among industrial workers. J. Otolaryngol. 19:31-40, 1990.

Assessing-Determining the degree of permanent impairment

Maximum medical recovery (MVIR)
The WSIB assesses a worker's permanent impairment from traumatic-hearingtossTHL when

maaemu—m—medwal—%eeww—éM—M—R—)MMR has occurred-ésee%@%@é—Detern%mng—Maaemam

elepenelmg—en For more mformatlon regardlng the type—ef—mﬁ-lﬁy——med%a#

eonfirmatiendetermination of MMR is-reeded-A-refer to 11-01-05, Determining Permanent
Impairment. For THL, usually a period of as long as 6 months to a year since the injury may
be required to ensure that MMR has eeeudrredbeen reached.

Rating schedule
The WSIB rates the worker's permanent impairment using the prescribed rating schedule in
the American Medical Association Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent Impairment, Third
Ed/tlon (Rewsed) (AMA Gwdes)MheqeeFmaﬂeHHmpawmenHaﬂﬂg—r&He%aﬁeeteé—b%aﬂy
y : ids:). Average
hearmg losses are HeveFexpressed in whole numbers (not rounded—éup%#dewn) before
calculating the permanent impairment using the AMA Guides. To determine the final
permanent impairment rating when more than one work-related permanent impairment is

Published: October12,-2004 Page 1 of 3



_— noeumert 15-04-01
qWSIB e

Ontﬂrio Section
Disabilities/Impairments Resulting from Accidents

Operational

Policy Subject
Traumatic Hearing Loss

present, the WSIB combines the permanent impairment ratings for each impairment; using

the AMA Guides Combined Values Chart.

NEL-&prePre-existing hearing loss not related to THL
Te

For guidance on how to determine the nen-economictoss{NEL)benefitdegree of work-
related permanent impairment resulting from THL for those workers who also have a

condition affecting the same body area, refer to 18-05-03, Determining the Degree of
Permanent Impairment.

we#ker—'&agﬁ&mere%ﬁan@&

If a worker has noise-induced hearing loss, refer to 16-01-04, Occupational Noise-Induced

Hearing Loss, On/After January 2, 1990 for entitlement guidance.

Application date
This policy applies to all decisions occurring on or after October 7, 2026, for all accidents
occurring on or after January 2, 1990.

Document Histeryhistory
This document replaces 15-04-01 dated October 12, 2004.

This document was previously published as:
03-03-02 dated December 1, 1997.

Published: Oetober12,2004 Page 2 of 3


https://www.wsib.ca/node/1896
https://www.wsib.ca/node/1896

Document 15-04-01

WSIB

l ontCIriO Section

Disabilities/Impairments Resulting from Accidents

Operational
P0|icy Subject ) )
Traumatic Hearing Loss
References
Legislative Autherityauthority

Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997as-amended
Sections 2(1), 13(1), 33, 43, 46, 47449

Minute

EearderDirestes

7 7 ’

Approval

Published: October12,-2004 Page 3 of 3



